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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

A SUGGESTION FOR RED CROSS SEALS 

Dear Editor: I wish to suggest a plan to promote the sale of Red Cross Christ- 
mas Seals. Christmas packages sealed with Red Cross seals look just as neat 
and dainty as those tied with ribbon. They answer a two-fold purpose as they 
carry with them the inspiration to remember those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Iowa. M. B. 

AN INVITATION FROM SAN DIEGO 

Dear Editor: The San Diego County Nurses' Association, a goodly band of 
seventy, who have come here from the north, south and east, is looking forward 
to May, 1915, when we hope to prevail upon our friends to come and play in the 
Pacific or swim in the Bay at Tent City or dine on the beach at Coronado beside 
a large bonfire, while the sun drops behind Point Loma. 

You may gather abalone shells or fish for lobster under the rocks at Pacific 
Beach, or those wishing a quiet time may enjoy beautiful La Jolla. 

The railroads «are advertising tickets to San Diego for the same price as to 
other points in California; in other words they include San Diego in the price to 
the coast by way of San Francisco or they make it the terminal. 

You will surely find friends here and what fun it will be to reminisce about what 
a good time we had in our chartered car as we crossed the continent to meet in San 
Francisco in convention. 

We, in San Diego, are really very proud of our exposition buildings and our 
young citrus ranches, all of which are ready, even now, for your inspection. So 
when you do arrive the exhibits will be in place for you to see what the people 
of southern California have accomplished against great odds. 

California. Mary E. Kershaw, R.N. 

Assistant Secretary, San Diego County Nurses' Association. 

AN UNUSUAL PNEUMONIA CASE 

Dear Editor: A very interesting case came under my observation not long 
ago, the patient being a little girl, five years of age. It appears that the child 
had Dot been well for some few days before the doctor was called. Upon taking 
her temperature he found it to be 103i°F. He pronounced it pneumonia in which 
the right lung was involved. I will give a chart to show how the temperature 
ran, as in fever cases it is always the most interesting feature. From the first it 
was very irregular, ranging from 104.8° (rectal) to 102.8°, until the third day. 
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Day 


Morning 


Noon 


Night 


3d 


101 


104 


104 


4th 


101 


104 




5th & 6th 




102.6 to 104.8 




7th 


101 






8th 




103 to 


99 


9th 




104.4 


100 


10th 




103 




11th 


98.6 


102 




12th 


97 


98 





The treatment was such as is usually resorted to in pneumonia. A tepid bath 
was ordered when the temperature was above 103, and occasionally an antipyretic 
was given when the baths did not lower the temperature. An expectorant was 
given to relieve the coughing. The chest was rubbed twice daily with campho- 
rated oil and a woolen, instead of a cotton, jacket was used. During the first 
few days ice bags were kept on the head but when the patient complained of 
pain in the abdomen the cold applications were put there and seemed to quiet 
the child as well as to lower the temperature to a small degree. 

The patient was very restless and in a constant state of delirium until the 
tenth day when it seemed to clear up and on the eleventh day she was rational. 
She took little or no nourishment and for a few days rectal feeding of beef-tea was 
resorted to. She constantly complained of aching all over her body. She had 
what the doctor called neuralgia in the muscles about the right eye. 

Upon the sixth and seventh day a marked decrease in the amount of urine was 
noticed. For twenty-four hours it did not exceed 10 oz. It was examined but 
nothing was found except a small amount of albumin. The last but not the least 
grievance was a pain in the ears and in spite of all I could do the child would dig 
at her ears and cry with pain. From this time on we noticed that she began to 
be deaf and could not hear us speak with raised voices at a distance of four or five 
feet. The trouble had not cleared up when 1 left at the end of fourteen days. 

Upon the eleventh day a very marked change was noted. The child was much 
brighter and her appetite was restored to some degree. From this time on her 
improvement was very rapid until I left her. 

The case was a hard one but I think it was the most interesting pneumonia 
case out of the six I have had during the past winter. 
Texas. M. G. C. 

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS 

Dear Editor: In reference to the article by E. C, New York, in the "Letters 
to the Editor," in August's Journal, I would like to let her know that there is 
still another nurse interested in the advertisements in the magazines of the cor- 
respondence schools for nursing. Knowing the history of one such school, I was 
also very indignant when I saw the advertisement and was ready to write to the 
magazine to ask them to discontinue it but, before doing so, thought I would 
investigate some of these schools a little myself, so applied for curriculum and 
literature, which were sent promptly and effusively until I had to notify them 
to discontinue wasting their postage. 



